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filled the ranks, and they filled the shells.1
They silenced their sourest critics, even in their
own sex. They worked by day and they worked
by night. They earned for themselves a new
position in the State. They showed that
women could be patriots themselves, as well as
the wives and mothers of patriots. Not easily
will England forget those splendid women of
1915-18.
As for Mr. Lloyd George himself, he worked
as hard as any one in the ranks of this new Labour
Army, lie was here, there, and everywhere.
All through the summer of 1915 he travelled over
the country, appealing, stimulating, and even
when necessary rebuking, lie visited all the
industrial centres, lie spoke straight to the
English working classes ; and it was only their
worst friends who resented his honesty, lie told
them to suspend their peace weaknesses in this
supreme hour; and he told them, as John
Stuart Mill told them once before, where their
chief weakness lay. lie set up a Drink Control
Board, as well as^Munition Tribunals; and all
that was best and most loyal among the artisans
acquiesced. Ca ira; the plan worked; the
machine began to do its duty.
Nothing was left undone. To fill up the ranks,
unskilled men were trained to do the work of
skilled. The Board of Trade organised a special
army of Munition Volunteers. In the autumn
of 1915 there was a great ellort, in conjunction
with the War Office, to bring back from the front
1 At Woolwich alone the number of women workers rose from
125 to 25,000.